Perceptual and Motor Skills, 93,[356][357][358].
Type of Review:
Systematic (meta-analysis)
Purpose:
To assess whether "pure" (no phonics) phonemic awareness training has an effect on reading comprehension.
Inclusion Criteria:
Studies had to provide phonemic awareness training not confounded with instruction in phonics.
Search Method:
(1) Consulted list of studies used in a review by the National Reading Panel.
(2) Consulted an extensive survey of phonemic awareness training.
(3) Approached several scholars active in this area for help in locating studies.
Review Method:
(1) Studies were coded for several characteristics.
(2) Effect sizes were calculated and analysed.
Number of Studies: 6

Population of Participants:
Included English, Hebrew, Spanish, and Norwegian-speaking children.
Age of Participants: NR
Concerns Raised:
Only six studies found: Four had small sample sizes, two showed no or very small effect sizes, one had inconsistent results, and three involved languages other than English.
Outcome Measures of Interest: Reading comprehension.
Conclusion/Results:
Although a modest but significant effect of pure phonemic awareness training on reading comprehension was found, the available research does not provide a suitable basis to draw conclusions about the necessity of phonemic awareness training.
Comments:
None
